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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — AGEING IN THE BUSH PROJECTS 

443. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I confirm to the Treasurer that I am actually a resident of Katanning. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Roe, that is preamble. Just keep to your question, please; I know where you live. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I refer to the government’s raid on royalties for regions. 

(1) Can the Premier confirm that he has slashed $46 million of funding for the following Ageing in the Bush 
projects: the Cunderdin, Tammin, Quairading Well Aged Precinct; the Avon Well Aged housing; the 
Midland Centres aged-housing development; Beverley, Brookton and Pingelly aged housing; the 
Wheatbelt South Aged Housing Alliance; and the great southern housing initiative? 

(2) Can the Premier confirm that he has lost $10 million in stronger regions federal funding due to cutting 
the great southern housing initiative? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Roe for the question. I can confirm that a range of projects are being funded for 

infrastructure for the ageing community in regional Western Australia. From memory, we are spending 
at least $10 million on aged-housing facilities for people in Carnarvon and also, as I recall, there is at 
least $20 million or $22 million for a competitive fund for communities to apply for that is for homes for 
the aged as part of the budget, in addition to a range of other communities receiving support for 
infrastructure for ageing people. The other thing I want to confirm is this: royalties for regions continues. 
It is the law of the state, it will have $1 billion credited against it each and every year and Labor is looking 
after regional communities. I might note that we have some outstanding regional members in this house. 
I look around at them: they are residents and activists within their communities, unlike the Leader of the 
National Party, a western suburbs resident and someone whose connection to her electorate is limited. In 
any event, we are strong supporters of regional communities. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We are funding and continuing to fund the patient assisted travel scheme. We will ensure 
that those essential services are there for people in remote communities. We are defending the water subsidy for 
regional communities that the Liberal Party wants to abolish. We are making sure that regional communities have 
the opportunity, during this budget, to have the same price for water as people in the city—something the 
Liberal Party wants to get rid of. We are out there standing up for regional communities across Western Australia. 

The other point I will make is that people in the regions will have to pay the increased interest bill that will 
potentially be there if the National Party blocks our budget measures. They will, same as the people in the city, 
have to pay it. Just so the member knows, when National Party members go out there and do those trite media 
conferences saying that they are not supporting anything to repair the budget crisis they created, they are potentially 
setting up regional people to pay the cost, just as much as they are setting up people in the cities. I think the 
National Party needs to take some responsibility and act responsibly. The member for Roe, who is a new member 
in this house but is an ex–local government councillor or what have you, should take responsibility for his 
colleagues and advocate for the National Party to act responsibly in dealing with the budget. 
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